
City of Milpitas 
Economic Development Commission 

Monday, August 14, 2006 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 

I. Flag Salute:  Vice Chairman De Smidt called the meeting to order at 6:05 
p.m. and led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
II. Roll Call:  Commissioners present:  Chair Dhaval Brahmbhatt, Vice Chair 

Frank De Smidt, Tomo Tuong Nguyen, Vince Songcayawon, Ray Maglalang, 
Donald Peoples, Charlene Tsao and Minh Nguyen.   

 
Commissioners Absent: Zeya Mohsin and Barbara Santos. 
 
City Staff:  Diana Whitecar, Matthias Schwartz and Tom Williams. 
 
Public:  Richard Ruth and Susan Lewis. 

 
III. Announcements:     

Council Liaison Report:  Ms. Whitecar advised the Commission that Mayor 
Esteves was not able to attend the meeting. 

 
Commissioner Reports:  Vice Chair De Smidt provided information on the 

upcoming local elections and advised that with no challengers, the School District 
will not have to hold an election.  He further indicated that the Chamber of 
Commerce would be hosting two candidate events:  Good Morning Milpitas on 
Friday, September 15th at 7:30 a.m. at the Embassy Suites and a Candidates Forum in 
the City Hall Council Chambers on Thursday, October 19th at 7:00 p.m.    

 
Chair Brahmbhatt invited Commissioners to the IEEE meeting on August 15th.    
 
Alternate Commissioner Minh Nguyen was authorized to vote by the 

Commission. 
 

IV. Public Forum – No speakers. 
 
V.  Approval of Agenda:  Ms. Whitecar requested that the Agenda be modified to 
allow the Wireless Milpitas update to be discussed earlier in the evening.  
Commissioner Maglalang requested that the Image Subcommittee report be discussed 
first as he had to leave around 6:30 p.m.  Other items to be moved included the 
Development Update and Executive Housing as an Economic Strategy.  Vice Chair 
De Smidt recommended that the Agenda reflect the next EDC meeting to be 
September 11th.  Motion to Approve as amended. – M/S: De Smidt/Maglalang.   
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     The vote to approve the modified agenda passed unanimously.  Absent: Mohsin and 
Santos.   

 
VI.  Minutes:  Motion to approve. - M/S: Peoples/Maglalang.  Motion passed 

unanimously with Commissioners Santos and Mohsin absent. 
 

VII. Revised Agenda Items 
 
A.  Image Subcommittee Report:  The Subcommittee reported on two items:  the design, 
location and installation of the minor gateway entry signs and the creation of a Branding 
Stakeholder committee.  The three targeted entryways are Park Victoria at Landess, Main 
Street at Montague and North Milptias Boulevard at the north city border with Fremont.  
The Subcommittee will be considering revisions to the design shown for the 
Piedmont/Landess intersection.  The Subcommittee will meet again on August 15th, prior 
to the City Council meeting to review these intersections in detail and discuss design 
parameters. 
 
B.  Wireless Milpitas Update:  Matthaias Schwartz, representing the City’s Information 
Services Department, provided an overview of the Earthlink wireless project.  Earthlink 
is concluding lease arrangements for the placement of antennae and will be initiating 
installation over the next few weeks.  They hope to be completed in mid October and 
available to the public in November.  In answer to questions, Mr. Schwartz indicated that 
while there is a technical limit to the number of customers served, practically it will not 
be a problem; and, that while there will be some dead zones, they will be very limited. 
 
C. Development Update:  This item was placed on the Agenda in response to the series of 
emails in late July/early August about the Bay Area Council’s Report Card on municipal 
housing production.  In that report, Milpitas received an “F” as did many other bay area 
cities.  Planning and Neighborhood Services Director Tom Williams was invited to 
review the City’s housing production and to provide a development overview for the 
Commission.   
 
Mr. Williams reviewed housing production from 1999 – 2005 and from 2005 to present 
date.  During this time, the City provided 146% of the Housing Element required housing 
units.  Based on this, Milpitas should not have received an “F” ranking in the Bay Area 
Council’s report.  Mr. Williams advised that the State had extended the Housing Element 
to 2008, so a new one will not be completed until 2009.  However, Housing staff is 
soliciting housing market study consultants to better understand the current market and 
future needs for Milpitas.   
 
The Commission discussed the various developments and urged that the City’s 
development review standards include solar panel and other energy saving requirements 
for new construction.  Mr. Williams responded that the Planning Commission was also 
interested in energy conservation and that he is putting together a report for their review 
and will share it with the Economic Development Commission. 
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D. Executive Housing as an Economic Development Strategy:  The development 
discussion lead to this next item.  Ms. Whitecar explained that the Economic Strategy and 
Action Plan included supporting all types of housing as an economic development 
strategy.  She added this item to the agenda to get direction from the Commission on how 
they wanted to approach this goal in light of the overall work plan. 
 
There was extensive discussion on this topic.  Mr. Williams clarified that the current 
efforts of LAFCO and the City was to align the City’s Measure Z boundary with the 
Urban Growth Boundary, something that was not done when Measure Z was approved by 
the voters.  Measure Z limits hillside development to 1 house per 10 acres and is effective 
until 2018 unless it is changed by a vote of the people.  Mr. Ruth stressed the 
consequences on the potential for new executive housing.  He indicated that the limit, 
coupled with the impervious coverage limitations of Measure T passed in 2004, limits 
housing areas to approximately 5,000 square feet, which do not meet executive housing 
standards. 
 
Commissioners discussed the role of the Commission in this issue.  Mr. Songcayawon 
moved that the Commission recommend that the City Council support an initative to 
eliminate the impacts of Measure Z.  After discussion, the motion died for lack of a 
second.   
 
It was decided to wait until the Housing Market Study was complete and to use this 
information to better understand the issue and to determine what the Commission would 
do with the information.  Mr. Williams indicated that there were only two responses for 
the Request for Proposal for the Housing Market Study and that staff was going to re-
issue the Request later this fall. 

 
 
VIII.  Unfinished Business:  No other items were discussed. 
 
IX. New Business:  No other items were discussed. 

 
X. Next Meeting Agenda:  Monday, September 11, 2006.  The Commission 

requested that Mr. Williams make a presentation on the Transit Area Plan at 
the next meeting along with an update on the airport signs. 

 
XI.  Adjournment:  M/S –De Smidt/T.T. Nguyen.  Unanimous at approximately 

8:12 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Diana Whitecar 
Economic Development Manager 
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